PLASTIC MEDIA BLAST ROOM FACILITY

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES RECEIVED FROM DRAFT SPECIFICATION AND SITE VISIT
M00146-10-T-9016

1. Will you consider payments under FAR 52.232.30 Installment payments as these are off the shelf commercial items?

A: Question noted.  Please see updated specification.

2. If you won’t accept Installment Payments, how about progress payments, as follows:  A.  Completion of demolition 20%; B. delivery of Equipment 40%;  C. Complete Install 25%;  D.  Start, Test Train and acceptance 15%, balance of contract?

A;  Question noted.  Please see updated specification.

3. We are a very small business and very dependent on cash flow, we need acceptance of 1 or 2 above.

No question is asked here.
4. Any explosion proof requirements?

A:  Question noted.  There are no explosion proof requirements.

5. Fire Sprinklers?   NONE in present booths

A:  Question noted.  Contractor shall meet the requirements of NFPA 13 and NFPA 91 for sprinkler requirements.
6. The requirement for 84DBA inside booth cannot be met, what do you propose?

A:  Question noted:  

7. 3.9.2, we are presenting an alternate Floor Recovery for both projects, documents Fed Exed to Ms. Willie Humphrey for review by project engineers.  This system is much more reliable, very cost effective, saves ene virtually maintenance free, widely used by BRITISH MILITARY MAINT UNITS.

Noted

8. 3.9.3, USE OF SWEEPER FLOOR ELIMINATES NEED FOR 10hp 42" STATIC FAN.

Noted

9. 3.9.11, Compressed air system, we propose to install this equipment adjacent to blast room area under existing cover, no need for cover building is this acceptable?

A: Question noted.  If you can make it fit in your design and the equipment 
     is appropriately rated this is acceptable.
10.  Because the Government was the end user, they are responsible for 
 removal of all contamination in the existing Booth. Any issue that may 
 arise at point of disposal off BASE that requires additional cost will be 
 borne by Government.

 No question is asked here.

11.  Will government release documentation as to type of possible
 contaminants in booth to present at disposal site?

A:  Question noted.  The contractor will be given the opportunity to 
     dispose of components on site or provide a trade in value for the 
     equipment.
12.  Is government providing BLASTER gear, Hood, Clothing etc,?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes.


13.  Is government providing breathing air system?

 A:  Question noted.  The air yes, the specification will most likely be 
       modified to require the contractor to provide a new breathing air 
       panel.

14.  Is a new air heating system to be included in the new system?

       A:  Question noted:  After further discussions with the shop this will 
            become a requirement.

15.   Recovery Fan: The size and volume seams a little low, can this be 
  changed?

  A:  Question noted.  Yes, this will be modified to size as appropriate.


16.   Is a mono rail to be included?

  A:  Question noted.  Yes, this will be added to the specification.


17.   If so is it to be 1000 LB capacity?

  A:  Question noted.  1000 pound capacity to meet the current hoist.


18.   Are side wall work platforms to be included? 

    A:  Question noted.  Yes, these are going to be added to the 
          specification.  Please see updated specification.


19.   If so what size and weight capacity?

  A:  Question noted.  Table should be approximately 2" wide, 3" long and 
        capable of 500 pound capacity. 

20.   The current room uses #8 double venture nozzles, is this the size and 
  type that needs to be supplied? 

  A:  Question noted.  Yes.


21.   Can the area beside the room be used, if the manholes are not blocked?

  A:  Question noted.  There must be a 1 foot clearance around each man
        hole.
22.   Will the room be certified Hazard free for removal from the base?

  A:  Question noted.  No, but the spec will be modified for disposal here or 
       for the contractor to offer a trade in value for those who wish to keep 
       the equipment.  Please see updated specification.


23.   Can the room be transported without further cleaning?

  A:  Question noted.  The government recommends cleaning components 
        individually after disassembling the system prior to transportation.


24.   Does the room and components become our property after removal?

  A:  Question noted.  As stated above, if the contractor wishes to keep the 
        equipment a trade in value will have to be offered.


25.   Does the new room have a fire sprinkler system?

  A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall meet the requirements of NFPA 
       13 and NFPA 91 to determine sprinkler requirements.

26.  Is it possible for a person on base to take photos of the area to help 
 prepare our quotation?

 A:  Question noted.  No, this is not a common practice.


27.  Does it matter where the HEPA FILTERS are located, as long as they have access for changing?

 A.  Question noted.  No.

28.  Will drawings of the current system be posted?

 A:  Question noted.  Just the layout drawing that is referred to in the 
       specification.

29.  Is the new system to be set up at the manufacture, for a pre- shipment 
 inspection, operated and checked out before shipping?

 A:  Question noted.  The PAT will be further clarified in the specification. 
      If any components can be operated they should, otherwise all 
      components will be inspected.

30.  Is a new breathing air system to be provided?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes the specification will require a new breathing air
       panel. 


31.   If so what type and capacity?

   A:  Question noted.  The panel will be specified, the air will be the same
         air currently used. 

32.   3.2.2 - We request that the specification be modified to denote the noise 
  level applies only to outside of the blast booth.  It is not possible to limit 
  the noise level inside the booth to the required level.

  A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.  


33.   3.7.7 - The existing booth cross draft air return has a steam heat coil for 
  tempering the air.  Please clarify that the new booth does not required 
  tempered air.

  A:  Question noted.  After further discussions with the operators, this 
        requirement will be added to the new specification.  Please see
        updated specification.

34.  3.9 - Generally, what is the media supply and/or recovery process design 
 requirement?

 A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.

35.  3.9.1.b - Please clarify door width requirement.  Current doors are 
 approximately 5’W each with cut out to accommodate monorail.  What is 
 the monorail load capacity?

 A:  Question noted.  This was a typo, doors will be 5' wide.  The monorail 
       capacity is 1000 pounds.  The specification will be modified to require 
       one in the new booth.

36.  3.9.2.d - Please clarify cartridge particulate removal efficiency.  Typical 
 cartridge efficiency is 99.99% @ 0.5 micron.

 A:  Question noted.  Please see updated specification. 
 
37.  3.9.2.e - Please clarify HEPA filter removal efficiency.  MIL-STD-282 
 Method 102.9.1, states that a HEPA filter must capture a minimum of 
 99.97% of contaminants at 0.3 microns in size.

 A:  Question noted.  Please see updated specification.  

38.  3.9.10.f - Please clarify dust collector cartridge particulate removal 
 efficiency.  Typical cartridge efficiency is 99.99% @ 0.5 micron. 

 A:  Question noted.  Please see updated specification.

39.  3.9.10.g - Please clarify HEPA filter removal efficiency.  MIL-STD-282 
 Method 102.9.1, states that a HEPA filter must capture a minimum of 
 99.97% of contaminants at 0.3 microns in size.

 A;  Question noted.  Please see updated specification. 


40.  3.9.11.d - What is the dew point of the plant air supply to the current 
 booth?  A refrigerated dryer has a dew point of approximately 35F.  In 
 extreme cold conditions there is the possibility that air lines will freeze.  If 
 a lower dew point is required, then a desiccant style dryer must be 
 supplied.

 A: Question noted.  Typically the dew point of plant air is -20 to 0 degrees 
      Fahrenheit. If this new proposed system is highly susceptible to water 
      or water vapor then a dedicated dryer is recommended.
41.  3.12.3 - Per 3.12.2, the government is responsible for cleaning the 
 equipment prior to contractor demolition and offsite disposal.  The 
 paragraph further notes the potential contamination by hazardous heavy 
 metals.  If the materials are to be disposed offsite the bidding contractor 
 must assume worst case that the materials may not pass the testing 
 requirements, thus remaining a hazardous waste.  Alternatively, the 
 contractor could have testing conducted prior to offsite shipment, and if 
 the materials are not sufficiently cleaned the government would be 
 responsible for the additional cleaning.  This, however, would likely create 
 significant delays in the project schedule.  In the interest of schedule and 
 economy we request that the specification be modified to allow materials 
 to be disposed at the government’s onsite facility.  Any material size limits 
 should be listed in the statement of work.

 Noted, no question asked, will be addressed further in the final 
 specification.

42.  3.13.b - What is the electrical service size (amperage) available for the 
 system?

 A:  Question noted.  The electrical service size is not limited by the spec.  
      The electrical service is the amount needed to meet the requirements 
      of the system.  Any service above the existing service size may be 
      more expensive to the bidder due to this contract is turnkey type.
      Existing conditions should be determined by site visits.

43.  Please clarify that the government is responsible for providing the
 breathing air system and personnel components (i.e., blast helmets).

 A:  Question noted.  The specification will be modified to require the 
       contractor to provide a new breathing air panel.  The blast helmets 
       are already existing.  Please see updated specification.

44.  Please indicate location of utility connections.

 A:  Question noted.  The existing utilities are attached to the booth, upon 
       removal of the booth the contractor shall terminate the utilities and 
       then reuse the same utilities to install the new booth.

45.  3.14.5 - We request the government provide the referenced document 
 format with the bid package.

 A:  Question noted.  The document will be provided to contracting.  A 
       simple Google search also allows for easy location of the document.

46.  4.4.2 - Please clarify the minimum requirements for the PAT.

 A:  Question noted.  This will be clarified further in the final specification.  
       It will most likely become more of an inspection than a true test.
       Please see updated specification.

47.  3.2.2 - equipment shall not exceed 84 dba …The blast nozzles as well 
 as the dust collector reverse pulse diaphragms will exceed 84 dba @ 3 
 feet. Suggest readings for the blast nozzles be taken outside of the booth
 and the readings for the dust collector be taken at ground level.

 A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.  

48.  3.7.5 - Surfaces shall be properly prepared and primed … most 
 manufacturers do not provide a prime coat before a final coat. Equally – 
 most top coats are industrial enamel. Suggest customer define what 
 primer and top coat they require, and proof that the paint system has 
 been applied properly. 

 A.  Question noted.  This is boiler plate.  The intent is for the 
       manufacturers to provide the industry standard and if the standard is 
       as stated above ok.

49.  3.7.8 - What are the specific requirements for the control panel? 
 Name plates for each activity, push buttons, indicator lights? 

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall follow the guidelines set forth in 
      the NEMA and NFPA standards cited in Section 2 of the SOW.  All 
      components shall be rated for industrial, harsh environment.

50.  3.7.8 -  Will hour meters be required?  Will an e-stop be required on 
 the panel as well as at the mandoor and work door?

 A:  Question noted.  The hour meter question raises an issue that will be
      addressed with a change to the SOW.  The new booth will fall under 
      our regulated emissions requirements, managed by our 
      environmental personnel.  The Government has a Johnson Controls 
      Metasys system at FRC East, which monitors the current booth being 
      replaced.  The following is required.  (Note: The digital input is not
      limited to a current switch on a fan motor leg.  It may originate from a 
      VFD (Running = TRUE).

      “The existing booth interfaces with 1 digital input for the exhaust fan 
       status and 1 analog input (4-20mA). They are using a current switch 
       on one phase for the fan status and a Dwyer 616W-3-LCD scaled 0-
       10 inches wc transmitter.  The environmental group has standardized 
        with the Dwyer 616W series of all differential pressure transmitters 
        they monitor through the FMS.”

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor is free to place e-stops wherever 
       they choose; however, all workplace safety standards cited in the 
       SOW shall be followed.  The government has no specific 
        requirements other than typical industry best practices and common 
        safety standards cited in the SOW.
 
51.  3.8 - A properly rated fused and lockable single disconnect device shall 
 be utilized.  That would be one control panel with one disconnect for the 
 blast booth lights, dust collector, reclaim etc?

 A: Question noted.  All components supplied under this SOW (e.g., blast 
      equipment and controls, booth infrastructure, reclaim equipment, 
      waste disposal, ventilation system) shall, together, be considered an 
      “Industrial Machine” as defined by NEC Article 670.  In addition to the 
       requirements of the NEC, FRC East requires the “disconnecting 
       means” of this machine, mentioned in paragraph 670.4(B), to 
       incorporate overcurrent protection in the form of a single fused and 
       lockable disconnect properly sized for the  machine.  Sizing shall be 
       determined by an approved method called out by the NEC.

52.  3.8.3 - Electromagnetic interference shall be suppressed …. What is 
 required on the Magnetic Separator?

 A:  Question noted.  This requirement is governed by FCC regulations.  If 
      excessive EMI is the cause of a system malfunction, the solution 
      costs shall be borne by the contractor.  EMI should only be a problem 
      if wiring and electronic device placement ignores industry best 
      practices and sound system design.  Inexpensive components that do 
      not have proper listings can also be a source of excessive EMI.  This
      requirement encourages careful system design, layout, and 
      component sourcing.

53.  3.9 - … shall conform to Cleaning Local Process Specifications CP03-3-
 T- 6431, Revision E…. Can a copy of this requirement be posted via 
 email to contractors?

 A:  Question noted.  If the contractor can provide larger and still fit within 
      all the constraints of the area that would be desirable.

54.  3.9.1 …  maximum 11 foot wide.. If additional width can be obtain, would 
 that be desirable or is 11’ sufficient?

 A:  Question noted.  The wider the booth the better provided there is 1 ft of clearance from the manholes and enough clearance from the walls to perform maintenance.

55.  3.9.1 ….  Can the air conditioning unit located parallel to the right booth 
 wall be removed?  How close to the brick wall can we construct our blast 
 booth walls – without blocking the bathroom? 

 A:  Question noted.  The unit above the doorway is a condenser for two 
       air conditioning units inside the building.  It can be relocated, but I 
       don't see any benefit because it is directly above the doorway to the 
       restrooms.  There must be 36" of maneuvering space perpendicular to
       the doorway and therefore, moving the unit will not provide additional 
       useable space.

56.  3.9.1.c – lights to open inward or outward? Can safety glass be provided 
 in lieu of Lexan panels?

 A:  Question noted.  Plastic Media not explosive proof so therefore it 
       doesn’t make a difference on if lights are inward or  outward only 
       needs to be dust tight. 

57.  3.9.1.e - …. Baffled intake plenums, side and ceiling mounted .  Ceiling 
 mounted would have been acceptable if make up air was provided – 
 suggest baffled intake plenums in doors ONLY.


58.  3.9.1.f - …  Baffled exhaust plenum, end wall mounted. Suggest exhaust  
 single point – rear wall – blast deflector installed over exhaust with 
 expanded metal screen over the exhaust.

A:  Question noted.  The end wall and rear wall are the same thing.


59.  3.9.1.i - … Audible / visible fire alarm … shall these be Explosion Proof? 

 A:  Question noted.  There is a fire alarm horn in the booth that shall be 
       installed in the new booth.

60.  3.9.1 – General – the existing conduit / fittings are explosion proof, what 
 is the requirement for the new booth?

 A:  The requirement will be the same and added to the final specification. 

61.  3.9.1 – General – the existing booth has an air hoist and monorail, what 
 is the requirement for the new booth?

A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.  
  
62.  3.9.2 - …. Two (2) pit mounted pneumatic recovery …. Currently are 
 12’  wide – would wider pits be desirable if possible  / practical?

 A:  Question noted.  It is up to the contractor’s design.  However, the
       Government desires the most efficient system possible.  If the 
       contractor decides to make wider pits, the contract will be 
       responsible for all concrete work. 

63.  3.9.2.b – Tube sequencers controlled via PLC… why is a PLC required 
 to control 2 square reclaim tubes?

 A:  Question noted.  This will be modified in the final specification.  

64.  3.9.3 Pneumatic Recovery System – is this a separate pull through
 cyclone reclaimer with a dedicated dust collector for the cyclone?

 A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.   

65.  3.9.3.a  This is an 800 cfm dust collector, with a 10 HP blower with 42” of 
 static Pressure? The 55 gallon drum goes under the dust collector? The 
 HEPA filter attaches to the dust collector? The cyclone sits above the 
 Media Sieve Unit? 

 A:  Question noted.   See updated specification.

66.  3.9.4 What size plastic media will be used?

 A:  Question noted.  The size of the plastic media is 20/30 which is 
        currently being used.

67.  3.9.7 – Storage Hopper shall have slide gates with feed chutes on the 
 bottom? 

 A:  Question noted.  See revised specification.

68.  3.9.8 – Blast Pots shall have covers with vented exhaust ports?

 A:  Question noted.  It depends on the vendor’s individual design.

69.  What is the air to cloth ratio?

 A:  Question noted.  The air to cloth ratio is 2.0.

70.  3.9.10 - What air permitting information will be required and when?

 A:  Question noted.  All filter efficiencies, square feet of filter material, fan 
       cfm, basic stack details (height, diameter, estimated velocity, temp).  
       The government prefers to have this information as soon as possible. 
       This information will be requested at the Post Award Conference.  

71.  3.9.10 – Will an access platform and safety ladder be required? 

 A:  Question noted.  Yes, the specification will be modified.

72.  3.9.10.g -  .. Minimum of two (2) HEPA final filters …  Is this two separate 
 HEPA Filtering systems or 1 (One) HEPA system with two (2) final 
 filters?  11,000 cfm will require more than (2) final filters?

 A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.

73.  3.10 – Request a copy of “as built” drawings of the equipment installed, 
 foundation drawings, utilities – air / electric and building enclosure 
 drawings.

 A:  Question noted.  The Government don’t typically provide a copy of 
       “as built” drawings of the equipment installed, foundation drawings, 
        utilities - air / electric and building enclosure drawings.

74.  3.16 – Warranty to include all replacement parts, nozzles, hoses, dust 
 collector cartridges, blast helmet lenses?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall provide their standard 
       commercial warranty.  
  
75.  Breathing Air – Who shall provide and terminate to the booth?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor will be required to supply a new 
       breathing air panel and connect appropriately.  The air will be the
       same as is currently ran to the breathing air panel.

76.  Fire Suppression – Who shall provide and terminate to the booth? What 
 interface and controls shall be required?

A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall provide and terminate the fire 
      suppression to the booth.  The contractor shall interface with the 
      government for the connection to the building fire suppression.  The 
      interface and controls are dependent on the fire suppression 
      required by the booth.
77.  Roof penetration – dust collector to exhaust out existing penetration?

 A:  Question noted.  The preferred method is to have the dust collector to
       exhaust out existing penetration.  However, if new penetration are 
       used, the contractor is responsible for the penetration as well as 
       repairing the old penetration.

78.  Electrical Service – Customer to provide Fused Disconnect Properly 
 sized electrical to both the Blast Booth and the Compressor?

 A:  Question noted.  All components supplied under this SOW (e.g., blast 
      equipment and controls, booth infrastructure, reclaim equipment, 
      waste disposal, ventilation system) shall, together, be considered an 
      "Industrial Machine" as defined by NEC Article 670.  In addition to the 
       requirements of the NEC, FRC East requires the "disconnecting 
       means" of this machine, mentioned in paragraph 670.4(B), to 
       incorporate over current protection in the form of a single fused and 
       lockable disconnect properly sized for the machine.  Sizing shall be 
       determined by an approved method called out by the NEC.

79.  Are there any special grounding requirements for this Plastic media 
 Booth?

 A:  Question noted.  The grounding should be per NFPA 70.

80.  Are there any special humidity or temperature control requirements for 
 this Plastic Media Blast Booth?

 A:  Question noted.  The requirement for an air handler with steam heat 
       similar to what is in place is being added to the specification.

81.  Is this project tax exempt?

 A:  Question noted.  Section .4200 – Sales to the United States 
       Government or Agencies thereof, “Sales made directly to the 
       United States Government, or any agency thereof, are not subject to 
       the sales or use tax.”

82.  3.2 - Safety and Health Requirements:  The equipment shall be equipped 
 with safety devices such as covers and guards for hazardous mechanical 
 and electrical components, safety interlocks, and safety warning devices. 
 Safety devices shall be designed to protect personnel and equipment in 
 accordance with OSHA standards 29 CFR 1910 and 29 CFR 1926 and 
 construction and electrical standards specified herein.  The equipment 
 shall comply with applicable OSHA standards 29 CFR 1910.212 and 29
 CFR 1910 Subpart "S" Electrical.  Fire protection shall be provided in 
 accordance with NFPA 13. All energy sources shall have an energy 
 isolation device installed and designed to accept a lockout device.  Other 
 safety devices shall be provided as specified in other paragraphs of this
 specification.  The contractor shall comply with all applicable parts of the 
 US Army Corps of Engineers Safety and Health Requirements Manual, 
 EM-385-1-1.  

 Do you want the blast room to have a fire suppression system inside the 
 enclosure?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall meet the requirements of NFPA 
      13.

83.  Do you want the dust collector to have a fire suppression system inside 
 the dust collector housing?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall meet the requirements of NFPA 
      13 and NFPA 91.  

84.  Do you want the ducting to have a fire suppression system inside the 
 duct work?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall meet the requirements of NFPA 
      13 and NFPA 91.
  

85.  3.2.1
Human engineering.  All operating controls shall be located 
 convenient to the operator at a normal workstation. The equipment shall 
 be ergonomically designed as to reduce/eliminate injury to the operator 
 while performing the task.  The equipment shall be designed and 
 manufactured to minimize the possibility of human error and injury to 
 ensure human/machine compatibility.  All points of operation shall be 
 easily accessible to the operator with minimal motion.  There shall be no 
 overextending conditions as to loading and unloading of work pieces that 
 might cause back injury.  Adequate access to support maintenance 
 functions and maintenance personnel/equipment clearance to perform 
 maintenance actions shall be provided as part of the installation.  The
 equipment shall be designed so two (2) operators can perform all setup 
 and blasting operations covered by this specification.  

 Do you want the dust collector filter section to have an access ladder and 
 platform?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes, the dust collector filter section shall have an 
       access ladder and platform.  See updated specification. 

86.  Do you want any ladders to have cages installed?

 A:  Question noted.  The contractor shall determine this per OSHA CFR 
       1910.27 Fixed Ladders.  

87.  3.2.2 Audible Noise Levels:  Audible noise emitted by the equipment 
 shall not exceed 84dba at the operator's work position nor at any other 
 point at a distance of three (3) feet from the equipment, as measured on 
 the "A" weighted scale of a standard Type II sound level meter.  All 
 measurements shall be taken with the equipment under a fully 
 operational condition. The inspecting Quality Assurance Official shall 
 determine the points of monitor at time of inspection, per OPNAVINST 
 5100.23 (latest edition).  

 By at the operator’s work position, do you mean inside the blast room 
 while the operator is blasting?

 A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.  

88.  If so, is this even possible in the blast cleaning industry?  Has there been 
 any documentation provided that could facilitate this request?

 A:  Question noted.  The Government doesn’t have any knowledge or 
       any type of documentation based on our current blast booths. 

89.  Would it be possible to specify that the booth enclosure must be sound 
 insulated in your SOW?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes, the specification will be updated.

90.  3.4 Measuring and Indicating Devices:  All measuring and indicating 
 devices such as pressure gages, temperature indicators, and other 
 similar devices used on the blast room shall be graduated in dual, 
 English and metric units.  Marking on all measuring and indicating 
 devices shall be permanently and legibly engraved or etched on a non-
 glare background.  All dials and other type indicating devices shall be 
 securely mounted in place. Such devices shall be located so as to allow 
 reading from the operator's normal position. 

 Can magnahelic and/or photohelic differential pressure gauges be 
 exempt from this requirement?

 A:  Question noted.  The pressure gauges need to meet paragraph 3.9.8 
       Differential Pressure Gauges.

91.  3.9.1 Blasting Enclosure:  The blast booth shall consist of a blast 
 enclosure that is a minimum of 10 foot wide and a maximum 11 foot wide 
 by 20 foot long by 10 foot high and meet the following requirements: 


a. Sidewall panels and ceiling panels shall be a minimum of 10 
           gauge.

b. One (1) set of swing doors, each door measuring 10 foot wide by 10 foot tall, with spacer panels as required.

c. Minimum of 10 ceiling mounted fluorescent light fixtures with lexan panels. 

d. Four (4) 32W, T8 bulbs with electronic ballast per light fixture.

e. Baffled intake plenums, side and ceiling mounted.

f. Baffled exhaust plenum, end wall mounted. 

g. One (1) personnel access doors with view window and emergency exit lighting.

h. OSHA safety interlock switches shall be provided on all doors.

i. Audible / visible fire alarm notification located inside the booth. 
               What will the audible/visible fire alarms tie into?

           A:  Question noted.  The building fire alarms will be sounded with the 
                 horn that is in the booth now.  If there is water flow detected to the 
                 sprinkler system inside the booth, the building alarm is triggered by 
                 the flow.   So there is no external fire system connection to be made.
92.  3.9.2 Media Recovery Floor - The blast booth shall come with two (2) pit 
 mounted, pneumatic recovery troughs.  The troughs shall run the length 
 of the booth (20 foot) and run along each side wall.  In addition, the 
 recovery floor shall meet the following requirements:

a. Minimum of 10 gauge steel modules with cast urethane tubes.

b. Tube sequencers controlled via PLC for efficient recovery.


c. 1-1/4”, 500 pound per square foot capacity removable steel 
                grating.
           This particular specification is directed toward a certain manufacturer’s 
           design. Could this be specified in a more generic nature 
           to allow free and open competition?

           A:  Question noted.  Yes.  See updated specification.

93.  3.9.3 Pneumatic Recovery System -  The blast booth shall have a 
 pneumatic  recovery system that meets the following requirements: 
a. Shall have a minimum of a 10 horsepower, 42” static pressure blower, 
               800 cfm capacity fan.

b. Ultrawear lined reclaimer with vibe screen, fan damper and exhaust 
               silencer for quiet operation.


c. 4” Urethane recovery hose and all inter connections.

d. Two (2) cartridge filter upgrade rated at 99.999% efficiency on 0.5 
               micron particles.  


e. HEPA filter rated for 99.97% efficient on 0.05 micron particles.


f. Capable of accommodating a 55 gallon drum.


g. Automatic photohelic pulse cleaning control.

Is the specification in (a) correct (10HP, 42” static pressure)?

 A:  Question noted.  No, this will be modified in the final specification.
94.  Could we supply a 1200 CFM reclaim cyclone with a 5 hp.
 exhauster rated for a min. 12" water gauge vacuum, to power the 20' long
 troughs? This is a proven design we have used for years?

A.  Question noted.  See updated specification.  

95.  (c)  Could this be rephrased to read appropriately sized urethane or 
 rubber lined recovery hose?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes.  See Updated specification.

96.  QUESTION:  (b) This particular specification is directed toward a certain
 manufacturer’s proprietary design. Could this be specified in a more 
 generic nature to allow free and open competition?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes.  See updated specification.

97.  Shouldn’t (d) read, cartridge filters rated at 99.97% efficient 
 on 0.5 micron particles?

 A:  Question noted.  No.  Cartridge filters rated at 99.99% efficient on 0.5 
       micron particles.  See updated specification.


98.  Shouldn’t (e) read, HEPA final filters rated at 99.999% 
 efficient on 0.5 micron particles?

 A:  Question noted.  No.  HEPA final filters rated at 99.97% efficient on 
       0.3 micron particle.  See updated specification.

99.  Do you want the dust collector filter section to have an 
 access ladder and platform?

 A:  Question noted.  Yes.  See updated specification.


100. 3.9.8 Pressure Vessel:  The blast booth shall have two (2) pressure vessels with a minimum of 6.5 cubic feet of media capacity.  The vessels shall also meet the following requirements:    

a. Each pressure vessel shall include a long venturi blast nozzle,
    5/16” I.D. and a 50 foot blast hose with associated couplings.

b. Each vessel shall be ASME certified and rated for 125 psig 
    operating pressure.


c. Each vessel shall have a 60 degree bottom cone.


d. Each vessel shall include a dual line pneumatic remote control 
               (deadman).

e. Each vessel shall have an OSHA safety interlock solenoid for all 
    blast booth doors.


f. All exhaust valves shall have a noise suppression device to 
               minimize noise. 


g. Dual sight glasses, pressure regulator and 50 micron air inlet 
                filter.


h. Each blast hose shall include a pneumatic abrasive grit cut-off 
               switch.
Could the pressure vessel be specified to be a minimum 6.0   cubic foot 
  capacity to allow free and open competition? Not all manufacturers 
  design their pressure vessels at 6.5 cubic foot capacity.

  A.  Question noted.  The specification will be modified for a minimum of
        8.0 cubic foot capacity.  See updated specification  
101. The dual sight glasses specification is directed toward a certain manufacturer’s design and is not necessary for proper performance of the facility. Could this be eliminated in the SOW to allow free and open competition?

A.  Question noted.  Yes,  See updated specification.

102. 3.9.10  Dust Collector - The blast booth shall have an 11,000 cfm cartridge dust collector, operating at 8” static pressure that meets the following requirements:
a. Minimum 30 horsepower top-mounted blower, air inlet plenum
     and seal kit.


b. Photohelic controlled, reverse pulse cleaning system.


c. Slide gate and drum cover.

d. Compressed air connection kit including ball valve, pressure 
     regulator and filter.

e. Provide a minimum of 100 feet per minute end-to-end cross draft 
    in the blasting enclosure.

f. Cartridge filters, each rated at 99.999% efficient on 0.5 micron 
   particles. 

g. Minimum of two (2) HEPA final filters, rated at 99.97% efficient 
    on 0.05 micron particles. 

  Is there any particular reason the blower is required to be top mounted to 
             the dust collector? If the contractor can make a remote mounted blower 
             perform in their design, can they use a remote mounted blower?


  A:  Question noted.  The blower is required to be top mounted in the 
                   interest of space.  However, if the contractor wants to mount it
                   elsewhere and has free space, the design is acceptable.   
103. Shouldn’t (f) read, cartridge filters rated at 99.97% efficient on 0.5 micron particles?

A:  Question noted.  No.  The cartridge filters rated at 99.99% at 0.5 micron.  Please see updated specification.

104. Shouldn’t (g) read, HEPA final filters rated at 99.999% efficient on 0.5 micron particles?

A:  Question noted.  No.  The HEPA final filters rated at 99.97% at 0.3 
     micron.  Please see updated specification.

105. Do you want the dust collector filter section to have an access ladder and platform?

A:  Question noted.  Yes, the dust collector filter section shall have an access ladder and platform.  Please see updated specification.

106. The design and style of ducting is an important facet in any blast facility. Could you specify the design criteria of the ducting in the SOW (i.e. gauge of steel, welded, flanged, painted, galvanized, duct velocity, etc.)?  

A.  Question noted.  The industrial ventilation system ductwork 
      construction shall meet the requirements of SMACNA 1922 and 
      SMACNA 1520 for the applicable pressure class of the system.  The 
      construction shall meet the requirements of the ACGIH Industrial 
      Ventilation Manual.


107. Nothing is mentioned in the SOW about the furnished ventilation equipment being designed with capability of connection to the existing Johnson Controls Metasys system at MCAS Cherry Point. Is this not going to be required?

A.  Question noted.  This is a requirement.  The existing booth interfaces 
     with 1 digital input for the exhaust fan status and 1 analog input (4-
     20mA). They are using a current switch on one phase for the fan 
     status and a Dwyer 616W-3-LCD scaled 0-10 inches wc transmitter.  
     The environmental group has standardized with the Dwyer 616W 
     series of all differential pressure transmitters they monitor through 
     the FMS.”  Please see updated specification.

108. Do you want this dust collector to have an exhaust silencer as well?  Please specify in SOW.

A:  Question noted.  Please see updated specification. 
 
109. 3.12.2 – Removal/installation - The contractor shall be responsible for removal of the existing blast booth that is being replaced by the new blast booth. Although Government Hazardous Waste personnel will clean out the existing blast facility prior to arrival of the contractor, the contractor shall note that the existing blast facility is contaminated with lead, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium.  Any other equipment that would impede removal/installation shall be the contractor’s responsibility.  Any equipment which will be moved temporarily for removal of the old blast booth or installation of the new blast booth machine shall be reinstalled to the same standards as outlined in this specification. The equipment that is temporarily moved shall be returned to the condition it was when originally moved, if the contractor damages the equipment during the move the contractor shall be responsible for repair. If during the move the contractor finds damage that was not due to the move the contractor shall inform the Project Manager within 24 hours. 

After government cleaning, will the equipment be certified as “non- hazardous” and not contaminated with the heavy metals indicated above? If so, will the government provide written documentation of the certification?

A:  Question noted.  No.  The specification will be modified to allow for disposable here or for trade in value to be given for the equipment.  Please see updated specification.

110. 3.12.3 Demolition and Disposal: The contractor shall be responsible for all demolition necessary for execution of this installation.  The area shall be kept clean at all times to prevent Foreign Object Debris or Foreign Object Damage (FOD).  Any existing equipment that is removed from the FRC East that is required to install the new equipment shall become the contractor’s responsibility to remove and dispose of from FRC East Cherry Point, NC.  The contractor shall return all Government plant account tags (EIN) to the Project Manager prior to disposal of removed equipment.  Disposal of the equipment shall be in accordance with local state and federal regulations. From time of removal from FRC East the Government will no longer be responsible for equipment stated herein.  During the removal of equipment the contractor shall be responsible for removing all Government plant equipment tags and returning to the Project Manager prior to disposal.

From an environmentally “green” perspective, would it not be better for the government to have the old components cleaned to a non-hazardous state and “recycle” the steel themselves? If so, will the government provide scrap metal dumpsters for the contractor to deposit the metal to be recycled in?

A:  Question noted.  Please see answer above.  Components will have to be delivered to the hazardous material berm behind Building 133. 

111. If the contractor is responsible for disposal of the equipment, what way should it be disposed of, hazardous waste, or non-hazardous waste? Please specify in your SOW.

A:  Question noted.  Please see answers above. Several contractors
      indicated the materials can be tested to determine whether the 
      material is hazardous or non-hazardous.  See updated specification.

112. Please reference 40CFR. From a legal standpoint, if the contractor removes hazardous waste from the FRC East, the government will still be responsible for the waste due to the EPA’s “cradle to grave” dictum. How can the contractor be held liable for this hazardous waste entirely and the government not hold any responsibility? Wouldn’t the government be better served dealing with this hazardous waste themselves? 

A:  Please see answers above.

113. 3.12.5 Installation Responsibilities - The contractor shall be responsible for, but not limited to, the following:
a. 
Removal of existing blast booth and components.
                  b.
Provide machine foundation if existing foundation is not satisfactory 
                for quoted equipment.

c. The contractor shall furnish all labor and material handling equipment for unloading, receiving, storing, handling, uncrating, inspecting, checking, cleaning, assembling, rigging, and installing equipment in its proper location, complete with accessories, in satisfactory operational condition.  All unloading, handling, and moving shall be performed to preclude damage to materials, equipment, and building facilities.  The Contractor shall NOT, at anytime, borrow or use any FRC East tools, equipment or weight handling equipment (i.e. hoists, forklifts).

d. Furnish all labor and materials to connect the blast booth to the existing electrical bus duct.  The installation shall be accomplished using materials and wiring methods required by NFPA 70.

e. Provide all necessary materials, tools, gages and instrumentation necessary to perform the required tests.

f. Provide and charge all systems with fluids in accordance with manufacturer's instructions (all fluids shall be accompanied with a MSDS Sheet).  

g.
Abide by all NFPA 70E regulations.

h.
Connecting air to existing shop air.  This connection shall be purely a back-up connection for if the compressor is out of service and shall have a lockable shut-off.

i. Follow the lockout tag out procedures for all machines or equipment removed from service (A copy of these procedures can be obtained from the Project Manager).

j.   Provide air monitoring if engines powered by propane or diesel fuel, are used within the FRC East buildings. Gasoline engines shall not be operated inside any building at the FRC East at any time.  Carbon Monoxide (CO) concentrations shall be continuously monitored if diesel or propane-powered equipment is to be used indoors.  The contractor must provide a written plan for controlling potential hazards. For additional information or questions please contact the FRC East safety office POC Kadi Moffitt at 252-464-5164.

k. Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all hot work permits (required for any onsite welding) from the Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point Fire Department.

l. Maintain existing exit access, exits and exit discharges around the job site to the fullest extent possible.
What will be the required tests in (e)? Could you please detail specifically 
  in your SOW?

  A:  question noted.  The required testing is addressed in Section 4.0 of 
  the SOW. 


114. 3.13 - Government Responsibilities:
a. Provide material (i.e. components to blast) required for the 
       performance testing at government facility.

b.  Provide unobstructed utilities hook-up;  Provide shop Air - 20 scfm at 
        90 psig clean dry to 20deg dew point (if 100% dry air is required the 
        contractor shall supply the air dryer).  Provide electrical Power –
        480/VAC, 3 Phase, 60 Hz (from bus duct).

c. Provide a staging area for loading and un-loading of supplies and equipment.


What will be the procedures for performance testing? Could you 
           please specify in your SOW?

           A:  Question noted.  The required testing is addressed in Section 4.0 of 
                the SOW.

115. Where will the staging area be located? How far away from the jobsite will this area be located? Please specify in your SOW.

A:  Question noted.  This cannot be specified as the staging area is subject to change depending on other ongoing projects in the area.  The Government will try to provide the staging area as close to the building as possible.

116. 4.4.2 Pre-shipment Test -   A PAT shall be performed at the contractor’s facility prior to shipment in accordance with the contractor’s standard test procedures.   The test shall include, to the extent possible at the contractor’s facility, system and subsystem checks to ensure the operability of the blast booth components.  The Government reserves the right to attend this factory testing session.  All deficiencies noted during the PAT shall be corrected by the contractor at the contractor’s expense. The contractor shall provide written notice to the government at least four (4) weeks prior to conducting pre-shipment inspection or performance tests in order to allow, at the Government’s option, a representative of the requiring activity to witness the test.

How can the contractor perform a PAT at the manufacturer when the equipment is manufactured in pieces and not assembled? Can this PAT be deleted from the SOW?

A:  Question noted.  This requirement will not be deleted.  However, it 
      will be modified and clarified in the specification.  Please see 
      updated specification.

117. GENERAL QUESTION(S):
Many other items were covered at the site visit and will probably be included in the final SOW. There most certainly will be changes to the Draft SOW forthcoming. Will there be an opportunity to ask further questions when the added items/added specifications to the SOW are posted?

A:  Question noted.  Yes, there will be an opportunity to ask further questions.  All questions should be directed through the contract specialist who is Willie Humphrey.  Her e-mail address is willie.humphrey@usmc.mil.

118. The consensus among participants at the walk thru was that a dba rating below 84 is not possible if measured according to paragraph 3.2.2.  Will there be some relief from this requirement?

A:  Question noted.  This requirement cannot be changed per safety and 
      industrial hygienists.

119. Will it be possible, allowed, to disassemble to booth into small segments for disposal on base? 

A:  Question noted.  Yes, it is possible to disassemble into small 
     segments for disposal on base.

120. What would the size limit be?

A:  Question noted.  The limit will be 8' cubed and 15,000 pounds.

121. How long prior to the install of the new booth, will the existing booth be in operation?

A:  Question noted.  This will be modified in the specification, most likely 
      no sooner than 2 weeks prior to install of the new booth.  Please see 
      updated specification.

122. Does the shop air that is currently used as breathable air by the operator meet current OSHA requirements and if not, does the booth supplier have to provide breathable air?

A:  Question noted.  Yes the air is suitable; the specification will be modified to require the contractor to supply a new breathing air panel though.

123. The specification do not require make up air for the booth.  Do current painting specifications require that the blast booth air be within any humidity parameters? 

A:  Question noted.  The specification will be modified to include a unit 
      similar to what is on the roof of the current blast booth.  Please see 
      updated specification.

124. With the wide range of temperatures in N.C., would it be beneficial to have the blast booth operating conditions consistent, and not effected by external weather conditions, considering the booth is located outdoors? 

A:  Question noted.  Yes.

125. The current booth has a monorail with a capacity of 2000 lbs.  Will the new booth require a monorail and hoist?

A:  Question noted.  The updated specification will require a new hoist to be provided; all details will be spelled out in the specification.  New hoist will most likely be similar to the existing hoist which is actually 1000 pounds.


126. If the new booth has a monorail, will it be subject to Cherry Points “Hoist Team” specifications, or will manufacture certified drawing be acceptable?

A:  Question noted.  The contractor needs to meet the requirements that 
      are being added to the specification, provided by the hoist team.

127. Will the new compressor be used only for blasting, or will breathing air be supplied from it also?

A:  Question noted.  Just blasting, the current breathing air is not due to 
      be changed.


128. Does Cherry Point have any preferred vendors for the compressor?

A:  Question noted.  No, the government has a variety of compressors 
     (i.e., the list includes: Ingersoll Rand, Quincy, Kaiser, Sullair, and 
     others). Based on numbers, Ingersoll Rand compressors dominate 
     FRC East with a few Quincy and Sullair compressors followed by a 
     few other brands scatter through out FRC East.

    NOTE:  If a dedicated compressor and/or dryer is selected, the
    contractor needs to select and size the system (i.e., compressor 
    and/or dryer) to run and perform efficiently at the extreme low end 
    range as well as at the high end range of use.
129. Will pit/building drawing be supplied with the SOW?

A:  Question noted.  Only the layout drawing referenced in the 
      specification will be provided. 

130. Will Cherry Point require Explosion relief, per NFPA 86?

A:  Question noted.  No. 

131. 3.92.a & B and 3.9.3 a -  These are specs for a particular manufacturer whose design is not the best.

Available on the market.  Can you make these sections performance specific?

A:  Question noted.  See updated specification.
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